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PROCESSIONAL HYMN
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ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID'S CITY

THE BIDDING PRAYER
Officiant

Dear People of God: In this Christmas Season let it be our duty and delight to hear
once more the message of the Angels, to go to Bethlehem and see
the Son of God lying in a manger.
Let us hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of God’s loving purpose from the time
of our rebellion against him until the glorious redemption brought to us by his holy
Child Jesus, and let us make this place glad with our carols of praise.
But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world, for peace and justice on earth, for
the unity and mission of the Church for which he died, and especially for his Church in
our town, our country, and this world.
And because Jesus especially loves the marginalized so, let us remember in his name the
poor and helpless, the hungry and the cold, the persecuted and the oppressed, the sick
and those who mourn, the lonely and the unloved, the children and the aged, as well as
those who do not yet know the love of God.
Finally, let us remember before Christ, his pure and faithful Mother, and the company of
Angels which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with
whom, in Jesus, we are one for evermore.

People

The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joy of everlasting life;
and to the fellowship of the citizens above, may the King of Angels bring us all.
Amen.

Please remain standing if you are able for the invitatory carol
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INVITATORY CAROL

I WONDER AS I WANDER

by John Jacob Niles, Copyright © 1934, 1962 G. Schirmer, All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-720192
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LESSONS & CAROLS
Please be seated for the lessons.
A brief time of silence will follow each lesson for contemplation.

THE FIRST LESSON
Lector

GENESIS 3: 1-15

The first lesson, from the third chapter of the book of Genesis, in which Adam and Eve
rebel against God and are cast out of the Garden of Eden.

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God had made. He
said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?” The woman said
to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; but God said, ‘You shall not eat of
the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.’“ But
the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die; for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes
will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”
So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and
that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some
to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew
that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves. They
heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the
man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden.
But the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” He said, “I heard the
sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.”
He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I
commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave
me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that you have
done?” The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.”
The Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals
and among all wild creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of
your life. I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he
will strike your head, and you will strike his heel.”
Here ends the lesson.
Silence
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CAROL

‘TWAS IN THE MOON OF WINTERTIME

Please stand if you are able

by Jesse Edgar Middleton, Copyright © 1927, Frederick Harris Music. Co. Ltd., All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-720192

Please be seated after the carol
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THE SECOND LESSON
Lector

ISAIAH 7:10-15

The Second lesson, from the seventh chapter of the Prophet Isaiah, in which God
promises that a child shall be conceived who will be known as “God with us.”

Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, “Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or
high as heaven.” But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test.” Then Isaiah
said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God
also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and
shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows
how to refuse the evil and choose the good.”
Here ends the lesson.
Silence
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CAROL
Please stand if you are able
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IT CAME UPON THE MIDNIGHT CLEAR

Please be seated after the carol
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THE THIRD LESSON
Lector

LUKE 1:26-38

The third lesson, from the first chapter of the Gospel of Luke, in which the Angel Gabriel
announces to the Virgin Mary that she will bear the Son of God.

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a
virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was
Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was
much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to
her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in
your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son
of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign
over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel,
“How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you,
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he
will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son;
and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with
God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your
word.” Then the angel departed from her.
Here ends the lesson.
Silence
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CAROL

ANGELS FROM THE REALMS OF GLORY

Please stand if you are able

Please be seated after the carol
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THE FOURTH LESSON
Lector

LUKE 1:39-55

The fourth lesson, from the first chapter of the Gospel of Luke, in which the Virgin Mary
is greeted by Elizabeth and proclaims her joy.

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where she
entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the
child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud
cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this
happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your
greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be
a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”

And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has
looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call me
blessed; for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. His mercy is for
those who fear him from generation to generation. He has shown strength with his arm; he has
scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. He has brought down the powerful from their
thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away
empty. He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, according to the promise he
made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” And Mary remained with her
about three months and then returned to her home.
Here ends the lesson.
Silence

CAROL
Please stand if you are able
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WHAT CHILD IS THIS

Please be seated after the carol
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THE FIFTH LESSON
Lector

LUKE 1:57-80

The fifth lesson, from the first chapter of the Gospel of Luke, in which John the Baptist
is born and his father rejoices that his son will prepare the way of the Lord.

Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. Her neighbors and relatives
heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. On the eighth day
they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name him Zechariah after his father. But
his mother said, “No; he is to be called John.” They said to her, “None of your relatives has this
name.” Then they began motioning to his father to find out what name he wanted to give him. He
asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His name is John.” And all of them were amazed.
Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue freed, and he began to speak, praising God. Fear
came over all their neighbors, and all these things were talked about throughout the entire hill
country of Judea. All who heard them pondered them and said, “What then will this child become?”
For, indeed, the hand of the Lord was with him.
Then his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke this prophecy: “Blessed be the
Lord God of Israel, for he has looked favorably on his people and redeemed them. He has raised up
a mighty savior for us in the house of his servant David, as he spoke through the mouth of his holy
prophets from of old, that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate
us. Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors, and has remembered his holy
covenant, the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham, to grant us that we, being rescued from
the hands of our enemies, might serve him without fear, in holiness and righteousness before him all
our days. And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the
Lord to prepare his ways, to give knowledge of salvation to his people by the forgiveness of their
sins. By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break upon us, to give light to
those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.” The
child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the day he appeared
publicly to Israel.
Here ends the lesson.
Silence

CHOIR ANTHEM

STILL, STILL, STILL

Please remain seated
Still, still, still, one can hear the falling snow. For all is hushed, the world is sleeping, holy Star its vigil
keeping. Still, still, still, One can hear the falling snow. Sleep, sleep, sleep, 'tis the eve of our Savior's birth.
The night is peaceful all around you, close your eyes, let sleep surround you. Sleep, sleep, sleep, 'tis the eve of
our Savior's birth. Dream, dream, dream, of the joyous day to come. While guardian angels without number
watch you as you sweetly slumber. Dream, dream, dream, of the joyous day to come
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THE SIXTH LESSON
Lector

LUKE 2:1-20

The sixth lesson, from the second chapter of the Gospel of Luke, in which Jesus Christ
is born at Bethlehem and worshiped by angels and shepherds

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered.
This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their
own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the
city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While
they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son
and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them
in the inn.
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they
were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news
of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the
Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and
lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host,
praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those
whom he favors!” When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has
made known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the
manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all
who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and
pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had
heard and seen, as it had been told them.
Here ends the lesson.
Silence
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CAROL
Please stand if you are able

Please be seated after the carol
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WHILE SHEPHERDS WATCHED THEIR FLOCKS BY NIGHT

THE SEVENTH LESSON
Lector

JOHN 1:1-18

The seventh lesson, from the beginning of the Gospel of John, in which the Word
was made flesh and we have seen His glory.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in
the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing
came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the
light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to
the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know
him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received
him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of
blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a
father’s only son, full of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried out, ‘This was he of whom I
said, “He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.” ’) From his fullness we
have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came
through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s
heart, who has made him known.
Here ends the lesson.
Silence
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CAROL
Please stand if you are able

PAGE | 17

O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL

Please be seated after the carol

COLLECT
Celebrant

Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word:
Grant that this light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

THE PEACE
Celebrant
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
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THE HOLY COMMUNION

CHOIR ANTHEM

SEE, AMID THE WINTER’S SNOW
See, amid the winter's snow, born for us on Earth below,
see, the tender Lamb appears, promised from eternal years.
Hail, thou ever blessed morn! Hail redemption's happy dawn!
Sing through all Jerusalem, Christ is born in Bethlehem.
Lo, within a manger lies he who built the starry skies;
He who, throned in height sublime, sits among the cherubim.
Say, ye holy shepherds, say, what your joyful news today;
wherefore have ye left your sheep on the lonely mountain steep?
"As we watched at dead of night, lo, we saw a wondrous light:
angels singing 'Peace On Earth' told us of the Saviour's birth."
Sacred Infant, all divine, what a tender love was Thine,
thus to come from highest bliss down to such a world as this.
Teach, O teach us, Holy Child, by Thy face so meek and mild,
teach us to resemble Thee, in Thy sweet humility.
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PRESENTATION HYMN

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

IN THE BLEAK MIDWINTER (vs 4)

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER C

Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Celebrant
People

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant
People

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Celebrant
People

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.
Glory to you for ever and ever.

Celebrant

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies,
suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.
By your will they were created and have their being.

People
Celebrant

People
Celebrant

People

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with
memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against
you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another.
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.
Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your
righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to
fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace.
By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed.
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Celebrant

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles,
and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to
proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn:

Then the Celebrant continues
Celebrant

And so, Lord, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water
and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be
the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.
On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave
it to his friends, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me."
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After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This
is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness
of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."

People
Celebrant

People
Celebrant

People

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of
thanksgiving,
We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming.
Lord God of our Fathers and Mothers: God of Abraham and Sarah; Isaac and Rebecca;
Jacob, Rachel and Leah. God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see
your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of coming to
this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let
the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may
worthily serve the world in his name.
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.
Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship,
from generation to generation.
AMEN.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Celebrant
People

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we pray,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
Padre nuestro que estás en el cielo,
hallowed be thy Name,
santificado sea tu Nombre,
thy kingdom come,
venga a nosotros tu reino,
thy will be done,
hágase tu voluntad,
on earth as it is in heaven.
en la tierra como en el cielo.
Give us this day our daily bread.
Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada día;
And forgive us our trespasses,
perdona nuestras ofensas,
as we forgive those
como también nosotros perdonamos
who trespass against us.
a los que nos ofenden.
And lead us not into temptation,
No nos dejes caer en tentación
but deliver us from evil.
y líbranos del mal.
For thine is the kingdom,
Porque tuyo es el reino,
and the power, and the glory,
tuyo es el poder, y tuya es la gloria,
for ever and ever. Amen.
ahora y por siempre. Amén.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
Celebrant Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
People
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!
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THE FRACTION ANTHEM

BREAD OF LIFE, HOPE OF THE WORLD

by Bernadette Farrell, Copyright © 1982 OCP Publications, All rights reserved. Reprinted under LicenSing Online #620934

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died
for you, and feed on him in your hearts, by faith with thanksgiving.

WELCOME TO THE TABLE OF THE LORD
Where all are welcome!
The Church affirms the real presence of Christ in the bread and wine. Believers of all denominations are
invited to receive the Sacrament. To receive the bread extend your hands forward. We are unable to share a
common cup at this time due to Covid restrictions, so the consecrated wine will be poured into individual
cups for you to take. Receptacles will be available for you to dispose of the cups after consuming the
sacrament. If you do not wish to receive Communion today but would like a blessing, come forward
during Communion, cross your arms over your chest, and you will be given a blessing in the name of God.
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COMMUNION HYMN

LO, HOW A ROSE E’ER BLOOMING
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THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Officiant
People

Please stand if you are able

Let us Pray.
Heavenly Father, whose blessed Son shared the life of an earthly home in Nazareth:
help your Church to live as one family, united in love and obedience, and bring us all
at last to our home in heaven; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE CHRISTMAS BLESSING
Celebrant

People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him,
bless you in this holy season, scatter the darkness of sin,
and brighten your heart with the light of his holiness.
Amen.
May God, who on this night sent his angels to proclaim the glad news
of the Savior’s birth, fill you with joy, and make you heralds of the Gospel.
Amen.
May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven,
give you his peace and favor.
Amen.
The blessing of God Almighty, the Father , the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be upon you and remain with you for ever.
Amen.

RECESSIONAL HYMN
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HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING

THE DISMISSAL
Celebrant
People

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia!
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BLESSINGS FROM ST. GABRIEL’S~SAN GABRIEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH

S

t. Gabriel’s Episcopal Church started public worship in the Spring of 2002 to share the Good News of Jesus
Christ with the growing communities of Leesburg, Lansdowne, and Ashburn in Loudoun County,
Virginia. Our mission is to "Encounter God, Build Meaningful Relationships, and Make a Difference in the
World” through inspiring worship, faith-building discipleship, warm fellowship, heartfelt pastoral care, active
evangelism, outreach, and service. We live into our mission through word and deed, with God's help!

S

t. Gabriel’s is a welcoming, hospitable, and inclusive faith community, open to people at any stage in their
faith journey with Christ. We value human diversity and seek to be a church that reflects the breadth of
those who live in our community. We are life-long Christians as well as spiritual seekers and we welcome you
just as God made you, without conditions or barriers. In our worship services you can dress up or dress down,
God doesn’t care what you wear, nor do we! We extend an invitation to get to know you so that you can
develop your faith and we hope that you will invite others to share the spiritual gifts that you find here!

S

t. Gabriel's is the first bilingual (English-Spanish), multicultural and multiethnic Episcopal congregation in
Loudoun County. Worship takes place in four locations and in two languages: the English-language
services are at the Belmont Ridge Middle School each Sunday at 10 a.m. and at Ashby Ponds on the third
Tuesday of every month. The Spanish-language service is at Saint James' in Leesburg, and in warm months we
worship bilingually one Saturday a month at the Chapel in the Woods beginning on Easter Sunday. We invite
you to help us continue building the kingdom of God in this corner of Leesburg through prayer, love,
commitment to God and community, joyful worship, and Christian service. Wherever you are on your spiritual
journey, know that this is a loving community that welcomes you. Blessings and peace!

WORSHIP
10:00 am Sunday Mass in English
Belmont Ridge Middle School
19045 Upper Belmont Place, Leesburg

3:00 pm Misa Dominical en español
San Gabriel en St. James’
14 Cornwall Street NW, Leesburg

St. Gabriel´s @ Ashby Ponds Chapel
Third Tuesday of the month at 10:00 am
21170 Ashby Ponds Blvd. Ashburn, VA 20147

STAFF
The Rev. Daniel Vélez-Rivera, Vicar
Fr.Daniel@saintgabriels.net
Cell 571-293-0070

The Ven. Holly Hanback, Deacon
Archdeacon of the Diocese of Virginia
DeaconHolly@saintgabriels.net

Mr. Peter Schweitzer
Director of Music
music@saintgabriels.net

Ms. Anica Lee
Choral Director
music@saintgabriels.net

Mr. Carmelo Saavedra
Music/Choir Director (3pm)
saavedra.hernandez.carmelo@gmail.com

Ms. Abi Hernández Cruz
Children & Youth Minister
Abi@saintgabriels.net

Mr. David (Dj) Gunning,Jr.
Parish Administrator
Dj@SaintGabriels.net

Mrs. Susannah Harding
Postulant to the Diaconate
susie.harding@gmail.com

MAILING AND OFFICE ADDRESS
8 Cornwall Street NW | Leesburg, VA 20176 | (703) 779-3616
WWW.SAINTGABRIELS.NET

